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ENDANGERED SEAFOOD ON THE MENU

Over 90 threatened fish and invertebrates are caught in industrial fisheries
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« The RAM Stock Legacy global database of
commercially exploited fish and invertebrates
 The IUCN Red List global assessment of species’
risk of extinction and key threats
Our results make the most conservation estimate of
threatened species catch and trade. We exclude
small-scale fisheries and illegal or unreported catch,
We consider only species-level data, excluding group
records such as 'sharks and rays.’
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Taxonomic resolution of catch and import records:
Proportions of catch and imports volumes recorded at species
level shown in blue and aggregated records in grey for each
taxonomic group. Other commodities (e.g. “marine animals”) are
not shown. Number indicates the proportion of total catch or
import volume in each taxonomic group over a ten-year period.
Threatened: Critically Endangered, Endangered, or Vulnerable,
Not Threatened: Least Concern or Near Threatened, Unknown
status: Data Deficient or not assessed, Aggregated: not a
species-level record.
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= Despite the challenges of improving seafood

traceability, it is increasingly feasible to identify an
animal and trace it to the consumer using emerging
technologies such as electronic monitoring, DNA
testing, code tags, blockchain, and artificial
intelligence. High-level policy actions are required,
but consumers also have leverage to demand
changes. We just need to value the protection of ugly
animals like sea cucumbers like we do for dolphins.
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