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From the Head of School
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2017 as the School of Earth and
Environmental Sciences.
It's been a busy first few months already and I'm very pleased to
say that as a newly merged school, we are continuing to go from
strength to strength.
Enrolment numbers across our combined courses have increased
by 2.5% on the previous year - a considerable surge of
approximately 100 students - with first year courses showing an
uplift of 7%.
In terms of commencing international students, we have seen an increase of an incredible 58% in 2017 –
with the largest area of growth in the postgraduate Environmental Management programs.
This year we have improved our entry requirements and strengthened the OP for the Bachelor of
Regional and Town Planning from 12 to 10; and the Bachelor of Environmental Management and
Bachelor of Occupational Health and Safety Science from 11 to 10.
We are also very pleased to announce the completed refurbishment of space on level 2 of Steele Building
which provides a modern, flexible teaching laboratory containing petrological microscopes, geological
specimens, and digital learning technologies, iPads and Surface Pros.
And lastly, in February a group of GEOS2110 students travelled to various parts of New Zealand to study
landscapes associated with volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and landslides. You can read more about
this field trip in the stories below.
We look forward to keeping you updated on our achievements and events throughout the year.
- Professor Jonathan Aitchison
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SEMINARS
The School of Earth and Environmental
Sciences holds a regular seminar series at
St Lucia.

City/Postcode:

Details of upcoming seminars will be posted
to the School website in the near future.

UQ student interns learn deeper
appreciation of Indigenous issues
Two University of Queensland Bachelor of
Environmental Management students are among
the first non-law and social science students to
complete highly competitive Aurora Internship
Program activities working in the Indigenous sector.

Read more >>

Fossil discovery rewrites
understanding of reproductive
evolution
A remarkable 250 million-year-old “terrible-headed
lizard” fossil found in China shows an embryo inside
the mother – clear evidence for live birth.

Read more >>

Student fieldtrip kicks learning off with
a bang
A new international field trip to New Zealand this
year has given University of Queensland students a
chance to study landscapes associated with
volcanic eruptions, mountain building, earthquakes,
landslides, and glaciations along an active plate
margin first-hand.
Read more >>

Climate change impact on mammals
and birds 'greatly under-estimated'
An international study published today
involving University of Queensland research has
found large numbers of threatened species have
already been affected by climate change.

Read more >>

UQ scientist commemorated in new
electoral district and Commonwealth
Games street
Twenty years after her death, distinguished
University of Queensland geologist and Australian
scientific giant Professor Dorothy Hill is still
collecting honours.

Read more >>

You can read our alumni profiles online.

Missaka Hettiarachchi
currently lives and works in
Sri Lanka as a Senior
Fellor in the World Wildlife
Fund's (WWF) Environment
and Disaster Management
Program.

Gabriela Perlingeiro Knesel
completed her PhD in
Geology (Geochronology
and Geochemistry) and is
the Mine Manager for
Lhoist.
Read more >>

Read more >>

Melanie Dixon followed her
passion for operational
environmental
management, recently
starting her own
environmental consultancy
business.
Read more >>

Would you like to share your story as a student, researcher, or alumnus? Please get in touch.
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