
  Tuesday 4th April 2017 
  11-12pm, Steele Building Room 320 
   

Student Consultative Committee Meeting  
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Minutes 

Present Natalie Mason (Chair), Alexandra Brown, Harry James, Matt Rice, 
Chris Johnston, Zoe Morgan, Rosabella Borsellino, Jojo Purev, 
Charlie Zhang, Caitlin Williams, Asiya Mohammad-Raza (minutes), 
Kelsey Ellis, Ishara Sahama 

1. Apologies Manuela Benavides 
2. Confirmation of 

Minutes 
Minutes were confirmed by committee.  

3. Feedback from 
T&L Meeting 

• Items in previous minutes were raised at the T&L Committee 
on 6th October 2016. 

4. Studies  
GEOS1100 

- A lot of content to get through in practicals which can be 
overwhelming. Are there any ways to simplify the content of 
practicals? 

ENVM2200/2008 
- Assessment deadlines clash with ENVM2008 fieldtrip and 

this isn’t fair as both are compulsory courses and the 
supplementary assessment in place of the fieldtrip was more 
difficult. 

- Thanks to Dee Goring, appreciate fast marking turnaround.  
ENVM2008 

- Field trip was on weekend and assessment was handed out 
to be due on the Wednesday, which doesn’t give students 
enough time to complete the assessment and students need 
more notice. Need structure earlier please.  

ENVM2200 
- Lecturer Paul Schmidt is well organised, has great lecture 

notes, constructive feedback and effective class discussions. 
- Facebook site is good.  

ENVM3103 
- Lecturer Nicola Swayne is very nice, approachable and does 

her best to address concerns of students.  
- Sometimes case studies require further explanation, can be 

hard to understand content. 
ENVM3115 

- Students enjoying course. Thanks to Leonie Seabrook for 
good teaching. 

ERTH2005 
- Students taking a dual degree have to do this course. This is 

a pre req. for a compulsory course, but student don’t realise 
they have to take this course 

ENVM7206 
- Lecturer Ron is great with an effective teaching style that 

consisting of lots of discussions and examples. This allows 
students to really understand and grasp the content better. 
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PLAN2005 
- Only one copy of the necessary textbook available at the 

library, preferably more copies to be introduced as the 
reading is required for the reading summaries that vastly 
contribute to the final grade. Online version would be good.   

PHIL2210 
- A great course that allows students to gain a broader 

knowledge and outlook on the environmental management 
degree. Suggest the course be made compulsory. 

GEOS2110 
- Really good field trip. Clearer assessment criteria needed in 

future, understand this is the first time the course has run.  
 
Geography Honours  
Students thanked Stuart for his assistance. Fast return on drafts 
most appreciated.  
 
GIS 
Thanks to David Pullar, student enjoy his lectures and appreciate his 
explanations of the content.  
 
Environmental Management 

- More placement opportunities with the assistance of the 
school/faculty to help students obtain experience/work 

 
Town Planning 

- Will the degree remain as an undergraduate degree in the 
future? There are rumours about removing the degree and 
making it into just a masters degree 

- Can students get subject options towards their choice of a 
specific specialisation, instead of just generic compulsory 
courses for everyone? Example: students to have more 
elective options if they want to get into property 
development, policy or urban design etc. This can be looked 
into and potentially implemented, as there are unnecessary 
courses or repetitive courses that can be substituted for 
courses relevant to the student’s interest or placement 
courses. 

5. Facilities 
 

ECOSIA:  
- Can the School investigate introducing this search engine as 

the default browser in the labs? Profits from ads go towards 
planting more trees and into environmental initiatives etc. 

- Understand further research into this is required. 
Offices in Steele:  

- Are there plans to allocate all of the offices in one building? 
Gets confusing switching back and forth for matters 

Merge of Earth and Environmental Sciences:  
- What was the context and why? Has this affected funding 

schemes? 
Presentation Clicker:  

- Having a clicker to change slides can be helpful. Would be 
useful to have these offered for student presentations.  
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Desks/Teaching rooms 
- New teaching rooms are useful, effective and overall great: 

e.g. new labs 228/229 
- Hoping improvements may be made on some older rooms 

including change of layout, furniture, features etc.  
- Breakout space: Could we get signage for students not to 

be loud, so they do not disturb the lecture/class taking place 
in room/s 314/315 please?  

- Would be useful to have access to the rooms from 8.00am. 
6. Service  

Printing 
- Will the switch of GPEM to SEES change students printing 

allowance and availability of cheaper printing that was once 
provided by GPEM? 

- Some students unsure on where they can print at SEES and 
UQ.  

SEES Placement Opportunities 
- Hoping the School can build on connections with industry in 

order to better assist students in finding and obtaining work 
experience/work opportunities while studying, can be hard 
for some students to find opportunities on their own. 

- Would like to have placements start from third year that allow 
students to get experience and credit towards courses  

- Would it be possible to get diverse summer vacation work 
placement opportunities so students can explore their 
different options and specialisations to help them discover 
what branch they’re likely to work in after completing 
university? 

Fossil Free UQ: 
- Would like a statement from the school about whether it 

supports divestment 
ECP Publishing 

- Could ECP’s be released earlier please? Understand merge 
may have caused delays this semester.  

Guest Lectures 
- Are these still going ahead? Would like details. 

SEES Honours Students  
- Could we please be places on the SEES everyone email list 

so we can be made of events etc.  
 

7. Next meeting  End of Semester, Week 12 
 


