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The University of Queensland has established stringent policies and guidelines for research involving 
‘human experimentation’. Human experimentation is defined widely to include all research involving 
human participants and this extends to any work involving interviews or questionnaire surveys, 
whether anonymous or not. The burden of these guidelines is that any research involving primary data 
collection of this sort requires ethical clearance from the appropriate Ethics Committee. 
 
There are clearly defined procedures for gaining the necessary clearance.  The rules are complex at 
the margins but the general protocols are straightforward: 
 

1. Staff conducting research involving human experimentation are required to gain ethical 
clearance from the Behavioural and Social Sciences Ethical Review Committee (BSSERC), a sub-
committee of the University’s main Human Experimentation Ethical Review Committee (HEERC). 
Depending on the nature of the research, the application may be processed by ‘expedited’ review 
or may require full committee decision. The application form is available from the UQ Research 
page: http://www.uq.edu.au/research/integrity-compliance/human-forms-resources  
 
2. For similar research at undergraduate, honours, diploma, masters and PhD level, ethics 
clearance will normally be handled within the School of Earth and Environmental Sciences.  
The application form for this group can be found on the SEES website under ‘student resources’ 
(see link below) and should be sent via the student’s supervisor to Dr Sebastien Darchen. 

 
It is the responsibility of academic staff to ensure they fully understand the University policies in this 
area, and that all postgraduate students and undergraduate classes secure the required clearances. 
The detailed guidelines are available on the web and staff involved in research of this type should take 
the time to familiarise themselves with the protocols. However, the following points merit particular 
emphasis: 
 

1. Researchers should ensure informed consent among study participants by providing an 
information sheet on University letterhead paper that includes specific items of information about 
the study. The sheet also must incorporate a specified ‘Ethical Clearance’ paragraph indicating 
that the study has received clearance from the appropriate University Committee. (Please note, 
applications considered at School level will have these documents put on UQ letterhead after 
approval is granted.) 
 
2. Depending on the nature of the Study, the guidelines also propose the use of a ‘consent sheet’, 
where appropriate, to provide a record of subjects’ agreement to participate. 
 
3. There are very stringent provisions for any research involving children, the impaired, or other 
groups in unequal power situations (e.g. ATSI people). 

 
Relevant websites are: 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines-publications/e72 
http://www.uq.edu.au/research/integrity-compliance/ 
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