
Student Consultative Committee Meeting  

School of Geography, Planning & Environmental Management 

MINUTES 

 
Wednesday 25 October 2016 

9:00 – 10:00 am 
Room 519 Chamberlain 

 
 

Present Natalie Mason (Chair), Matt Rice, Dylan Johnston, Chris Johnston, Benjamin Priebbenow, Rosabella 
Borsellino, Rosie Katunar 

1. Apologies None 

2. Confirmation of 
Minutes 

Minutes were confirmed by committee.  

3. Feedback from T&L 
Meeting 

• Tute recordings probably not possible, because of their interactive nature 
• Request for course on glaciers was noted by T&L Committee  
• Demonstrators now checking students in computer labs are part of the timetabled session 
• PowerPoint is ideal for posters because most students already know how to use it, will 

investigate training on Adobe InDesign etc. in future 
• GEOG3205 Applied Demography will not be changed to ‘Advanced’ Demography because 

of the content which is taught 

4. Studies GEOG1000:  
- Request made for more regular (evenly spaced) tutorials 
- Jonathan Corcoran is an excellent lecturer and very organised, students enjoying content 

and videos 
GEOS3102 

- Really liked hearing about global issues and real-life contexts of geography topics, would 
like this to be addressed in first year (perhaps GEOS1100) which helps students plan course 
options for future (parts of GEOS3102 could be incorporated in GEOS1100?) 

- e.g. when learning about agriculture, it would be good to hear the context and relevance in 
a global sense 

- Second year geography course to link first and third year courses (i.e. GEOS1100) and 
GEOS3102? 

ENVM3530 
- Students felt this was an interesting course, liked the assessment 
- Tutorials don’t seem relevant to other course content, lack of attendance as a result 
- Really enjoyed guest lecturers 

ENVM2002 
- First assignment good, but second assignment requirements were unclear and focus needs 

to be narrowed 
- Request more feedback in course 

GPEM 
- GPEM does really well at treating students well, teaching staff are really good, always 

incorporating student feedback, just really good feedback all round! 
Karen McNamara 

- Karen is an excellent teacher filling in for courses, appreciate her lectures 
GEOS3400 

- Research topic was intense but really beneficial 
- Needs to be promoted more as most students aren’t aware of it 

Catchment Management and Coral Reef Management 
- Will this courses be available in future? 

Environmental Management 
- Elective lists (on UQ website) display courses that aren’t running (could asterisk or highlight 

courses that aren’t running, aware that this is not GPEM-specific) 
Field Trip Courses 

- Really love courses that are field-based, but those that run over the winter break don’t suit 
environmental management students particularly well. 

 



5. Facilities 
 

Garden and Composting 
- Would really love community garden and composting facilities in GPEM 
- Possible movement within UQ to start waste food collection for composting - GPEM will 

aim to be involved if so 
- Would like garden beds within the new space at Steele, especially as an initiative from 

GPEM as an ‘environmental school’ 
- Could by driven by a society like GEMS 

Desks 
- Some desks need to be fixed (not necessarily within GPEM, but buildings like Goddard, Abel 

Smith lecture theatres and Hawken T103 suggested to be fixed) 
- Matt requested room numbers and details of issues to pass on to UQ maintenance  

6. Service UQ Library 
- Would like more promotion of available services like editing (some students have 

requested this). Matt advertises this at the start of semester but maybe a Blackboard 
announcement (lecturers) around assessment time would be helpful 

GPEM Alumni Q&A Talk 
- Really enjoyed this, suggest incorporating with the honours talk in future 

7. Next meeting   
Natalie Mason to Chair next meeting. Meeting to take place in early Semester 1, 2017. 

 
 


